
Deliberating in Seminar 
Pragmatics for άGood Argumentέ 

 

Reasoning Together 

Mutualism 
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The Seminar Self 

The Territory of Claims 
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Participating in the Deliberation 

 

orientors  

help to guide the group through the territory of the dispute 

parts check 
reminds the group of the elements that have been or could be under discussion 
 

whole check 
ǊŜƳƛƴŘǎ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ŎƻƳŜ ǎƻ ŦƻǊ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ 

not in Kansas anymore 
re-confirms the overall purpose of the deliberation  
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priming the pump 
helps the group re-energize, think outside the box, dig deeper 

say more  
asks an individual or the group to continue a line of thinking, identify additional evidence, 
extend commentary or critique 
 

say less 
invites an individual or the group to temporarily suspend their remarks either due to time 
constraints or in order to permit others in the group to offer their discourse 
 

entailments 
inquires into the (often logical) consequences of remarks 
 

add a footnote  
allows a member of the group to quickly add something to the conversation without derailing 
the flow of the discourse 
 

devil’s advocate 
allows an individual to raise a concern or critique without contending with or refuting the entire 
argument 
 

piggybacking 
ŀƭƭƻǿǎ ŀƴ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ƻƴ ƻǊ ŜȄǘŜƴŘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ 
source 
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friendly amendment 
ŀƭƭƻǿǎ ŀƴ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ǘƻ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ǎŀƛŘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ Ŧǳƭƭ ƻƴ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎƛƴƎ ŀ ƭƛƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ 
 

fresh language  
ŀƴ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ƻŦŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǇŀǊŀǇƘǊŀǎŜ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ǎŀƛŘ ƻǊ ǘƻ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘ ŀ ŎƻƎƴŀǘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ŦƻǊ ŎƭŀǊƛǘȅ 
 

non-tendentious summary 
an individual or the group attempts to represent an argument as fully, succinctly, and 
accurately as possible 

stipulated definition 
an individual asks an interlocutor to clarify the particular way that a term is being defined 
 

qualifiers 
an individual asks if some remark should be qualified or delimited rather than left absolute 
 

inferences 
an individual acknowledges hidden meanings and ƛƳǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ been said 
 

foundational assumptions (warrants) 
an individual asks an interlocutor to articulate (or to problematize) the connection between 
reason and evidence 
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