
Traits  1 2 3 4 
Major claim The writer attempts 

to offer a major claim, 
but it is neither 
substantive nor 
contestable. 

The writer offers a 
central claim, but it is 
unsubstantial or 
incomplete, often 
making a bold 
assertion without 
previewing the 
reasons that will be 
given in the 
argument.   
 

The writer offers a 
substantive central 
claim that previews 
reasons that will be 
brought forward in 
the argument to 
support that claim.  

The writer offers a 
major claim that is 
substantive, includes 
its supporting 
reasons, and is 
exceptionally 
inventive and/or 
complex. 
 

Use of Kushner’s 
Essay   

Writer’s does not 
include any reference 
to Kushner’s essay.   

Writer makes 
perfunctory use of 
Kushner’s essay, 
briefly mentioned or 
minimally referred to.     

Writer connects a 
portion of Kushner’s 
essay to his/her 
analysis of Angels in 
America in order to 
make a substantive 
point.   

Writer makes an 
innovative or 
especially substantive 
connection between 
Kushner’s essay and 
Angels in America.     

Use of Angels in 
America 

Writer makes little or 
no direct reference to 
the play.     

Writer makes 
perfunctory use of the 
play, either mostly 
summarizing its action 
or characterizations, 
or directly quoting its 
dialogue in a limited 
way.   

Writer makes 
effective use of 
dialogue in the play, 
quoted to support a 
variety of salient 
points in the writer’s 
analysis of nature of 
private and public 
lives.          

Writer makes 
innovative use of 
dialogue in the play in 
order to support 
unexpected 
interpretations of its 
characters’ private 
and public lives.     
 

Describing the 
Interrelationship of 
Private and Public 
Lives    

Writer says very little 
or nothing about the 
interrelationship of 
private and public 
lives.    

The writer offers 
vague generalizations 
to characterize the 
interrelationship of 
private and public 
lives, often 
analogizing this 
complex relationship 
in simplistic ways.     

Writer spends 
important time in the 
essay describing how 
he/she understands 
the interrelationship 
between private and 
personal lives and/or 
characterizing the 
negative effects of an 
uneasy relationship 
between the two.     

Writer attends to the 
complications 
inherent in robustly 
describing the 
interrelationship of 
private and public 
lives and to carefully 
describing the effect 
of an uneasy 
relationship between 
the two. 
 

Conventions 
(quoting, citing, 
grammar, spelling, 
mechanics)  

Grammatical, spelling 
and/or mechanical 
issues interfere with 
overall clarity; serious 
attribution problems. 

Patterned errors  
in grammar, 
mechanics, and 
attribution, suggesting 
need for targeted 
review/relearning 
 

Barely noticeable, 
random typographic, 
grammatical or 
attribution errors  

Error-free, well-cited, 
and concise text 
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