
project 2 | peer review guide 
 
First, number the paragraphs from start to finish. Then, read the essay through a first time 
without marking the text.   
 

introductory section 
Draw a line across the page where the introductory section stops and the body of the argument 
begins.  Then, see if you can identify the shared context, and underline it with a dotted line. 
Next, underline the problem, condition, and cost with a squiggly line. Finally, underline the 
solution/central claim with a double underline. Be prepared to speak with the writer about how 
each of these elements might be strengthened.  Is it clear how city walking responds to some 
“problem” that the writer has identified?  Is it clear how city walking solves that problem? 
 

supportive uses of Woolf, Solnit, and Gornick 
Highlight in yellow the writer’s use of Woolf, Solnit, and Gornick.  Place a “W,” “S,” or “G” in the 
left-hand margin near each quotation from or summary of each.   
 
Highlight in pink the terms and phrases the writer uses to explain the relevance of each of the 
quotations and summaries.  These statements will likely be rich in key words that appear as 
reasons in support of the central claim. Usually, these will appear near the quotations and 
summaries. 
 
Next, draw an arrow from each quotation or summary highlighted in yellow to its associated 
explanation or analysis that you have highlighted in pink.  If you cannot locate the adjacent 
analysis, or if the analysis doesn’t seem pertinent to the quotation, place a question mark in the 
right-hand margin. 
 
Finally, be prepared to talk with the writer about how quotations and associated analyses could 
be strengthened.   
 

defining democratic values 
Highlight in blue each reference to a democratic value (freedom, reciprocity, equality, etc.). 
Since these values tend to be generalized terms associated with a variety of meanings and 
applications, the will need to be defined for the purposes of this argument (“Here, I define 
freedom as _________.” “By reciprocity, I am thinking of ________.” Or “Typically, agency is 
understood as _________ but in this context, I understand it as ________.”) Does the writer 
offer such clarification? Does the writer provide an example or illustration of the kind of 
“freedom” for instance, that she is talking about? If not, see if you can help the writer define or 
illustrate these key terms, and jot down your suggestion at the end of the paper.   

 
add or change  
What in your estimation is the most important element that you would urge the writer to add? 
Is there a point that needs to be extended? a new example provided? a description enhanced? 
Likewise, do you suggest that something be changed? Should a new key term replace a current 
term? Should a better piece of evidence replace a less effective one? Be prepared to tell the 
writer about this at the draft conference.   


