
Traits  1 2 3 4 
Major claim The writer attempts 

to offer a major claim, 
but it is neither 
substantive nor 
contestable. 

The writer offers a 
central claim, but it is 
unsubstantial or 
incomplete, often 
making a bold 
assertion without 
previewing the 
reasons that will be 
given in the 
argument.   
 

The writer offers a 
substantive central 
claim that previews 
reasons that will be 
brought forward in 
the argument to 
support that claim.  

The writer offers a 
major claim that is 
substantive, includes 
its supporting 
reasons, and is 
exceptionally 
inventive and/or 
complex. 
 

Introductory Section  Writer’s introduction 
is not structured as 
shared context-
problem-cost-
solution. 

Writer’s introduction 
meets one or more of 
the structural criteria, 
but omits one or more 
of them.   

Writer uses the 
shared context-
problem-cost-solution 
structure to helpful 
effect.   

Writer use the shared 
context-problem-cost-
solution structure in 
an especially detailed 
or inventive way.   

Use of Woolf, Solnit, 
and Griffin   

Writer makes little or 
no use of the writers.   

Writer makes uneven 
use of the sources, at 
times simply 
summarizing their 
work or exhibiting 
passages 
disconnected from 
the writer’s point. The 
writer makes no use 
of one or more of the 
sources. 

Writer makes solid 
use of all three 
sources to provide 
evidence of the 
writer’s points.  The 
passages are well-
chosen, and have 
been tailored to fit 
the present context of 
exemplification.      

Writer makes solid 
and inventive use of a 
wide array of terms, 
phrases, and/or 
passages from the 
three writers’ works. 
The passages have 
been expertly tailored 
to fit the present 
context of 
exemplification.   
 

Evocation of 
Democratic Ideals   

Writer says very little 
or nothing about how 
city walking evokes 
democratic ideals.     

The writer may assert 
that democratic ideals 
are associated with 
city walking, but does 
a poor job of 
connecting these 
ideals to specific 
episodes or ideas 
found in the writers’ 
works.   

Writer connects 
episodes or ideas 
found in the writers’ 
works to specific 
democratic ideals.   

Writer makes 
especially strong and 
direct connections 
between democratic 
ideals and episodes or 
ideas found in the 
writers’ works, and 
when details the 
process of inference-
making needed to 
forge such 
connections.   
 

Conventions 
(quoting, citing, 
grammar, spelling, 
mechanics)  

Grammatical, spelling 
and/or mechanical 
issues interfere with 
overall clarity; serious 
attribution problems. 

Patterned errors  
in grammar, 
mechanics, and 
attribution, suggesting 
need for targeted 
review/relearning 
 

Barely noticeable, 
random typographic, 
grammatical or 
attribution errors  

Error-free, well-cited, 
and concise text 
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