
Traits  1 2 3 4 
Introduction The writer’s first 

paragraph does not 
function as an 
introduction. 

The writer attempts 
to create an 
introductory section, 
but it neither 
establishes timeliness 
or the argument, nor 
makes use of a topoi 
to signal a contrast.   

The writer fashions an 
introductory section 
that establishes either 
the timeliness of the 
argument or makes 
use of a topoi to signal 
a contrast.   

The writer fashions an 
introductory section 
that establishes the 
timeliness of the 
argument in a most 
inventive and 
substantive way, 
and/or makes use of a 
topoi to signal a 
contrast.   

Major claim The writer attempts 
to offer a major claim, 
but it is neither 
substantive nor 
contestable. 

The writer offers a 
central claim, but it is 
unsubstantial, 
depending on a weak 
value term, or does 
not mention the 
supporting reasons.   

The writer offers a 
substantive central 
claim that includes its 
supporting reasons.   

The writer offers a 
major claim that is 
substantive, includes 
its supporting 
reasons, and is 
exceptionally 
inventive and 
weighty.   

Use of Griffin Writer makes little or 
no use of Griffin.   

Writer makes uneven 
use of Griffin, at times 
simply summarizing 
her work in lengthy 
passages, or 
exhibiting passages 
irrelevant to the 
writer’s point, or 
exhibiting passages 
that bear little or a 
vague connection to 
the writer’s point.  

Writer makes solid 
use of Griffin to 
provide evidence of 
the writer’s points.  
The passages are not 
only well-chosen, but 
also have been 
tailored to fit the 
present context of 
exemplification.      

Writer makes solid 
and inventive use of a 
wide array of terms, 
phrases, and/or 
passages from 
Griffin’s work. They 
have been expertly 
tailored to fit the 
present context of 
exemplification.   

Framing Quotations 
with Lead-in and/or 
Follow-up Analysis  

When exhibiting 
Griffin’s terms, 
phrases, or passages, 
the writer includes no 
analytic frames.   

When exhibiting 
Griffin’s terms, 
phrases, or passages, 
the writer unevenly 
includes analytic 
frames, or when 
framed, offers thin 
analysis. 

When exhibiting 
Griffin’s terms, 
phrases, or passages, 
the writer frames 
them with clear, 
pertinent analysis that 
directly connects the 
textual example to 
the writer’s argument.   

When exhibiting 
Griffin’s terms, 
phrase, or passages, 
the writer frames 
them with strong, 
inventive analysis that 
adds important 
weight to the writer’s 
argument.   
 

Presentation of 
Supporting Reasons 

Writer does not 
provide reasons to 
support the central 
claim.   
 
 
 

Writer does not 
provide adequate 
reasons to support 
the central claim, or 
sometimes offers non-
pertinent reasons.   

Writer provides 
adequate reasons to 
support the central 
claim. 

Writer provides 
perspicacious and 
inventive reasons, 
well-ordered and 
made specific to the 
case of Griffin’s 
project.     
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