
 

PROJECT 1: Setting the Question 
3 weeks; 4-page draft and revision 

 Locate a big question that has been of interest to the educated 
public and scholars alike. Dissect the question with students. 

 Share with students a case (social, political, ethical, scientific, 
journalistic, aesthetic, rhetorical, etc.) pertinent to the big 
question. Students discover the way in which the elements of the 
case catalyze (implicitly or explicitly) issues related to the big 
question. 

 Share with students a second case pertinent to the big question 
where new issues are raised, and an alternate response to or 
perspective on the question is evident.   

 Ask students to describe the differences in the two cases (key 
terms, definitions, historical context, fundamental assumptions, 
nature of evidence, etc.) 

 Compose a 4-page paper that 1) introduces, argues for the 
relevance of, and contextualizes the big question; 2) 
acknowledges how issues emerge from cases; and 3) predicts 
ambiguities and sticking points, or addresses the complexities and 
difficulties interloctuors will likely encounter as a robust 
conversation about the question continues.   

 
 

PROJECT 2: Expert Perspective 1 
4 weeks; 5-page draft and revision 

  Offer students a discourse written by a professional journalist, 
public intellectual, or other expert (typically published in New 
Yorker, Atlantic, Harper’s, New York Times Magazine, or other 
long-form venues) that argues for a response to the big question 
or offers an identifiable perspective or position on one or more of 
the issues associated with the big question.   

 Teach students how to “dig in,” examining such elements as key 
terms,, claims, assumptions, evidence, style, nature of reasoning, 
quality of reasoning, etc.  

 Compose a 5-page paper that extends the essay/argument in 
some new direction (for instance, suggesting new evidence be 
taken into account, or arguing that the discourse’s perspective be 
applied to some new case, or that elements now clumped 
together be differentiated, etc. 

 
 

PROJECT 3: Expert Perspective 2 
4 weeks; 5-page draft and revision 

 Offer students a discourse written by a professional journalist, 
public intellectual, or scholar that responds differently to the big 
question, tackling it from an alternate perspective, locating novel 
issues, or reaching a contrasting position from the previous 
reading.   

 Teach students how to “dig in,” examining such things as 
rhetorical techniques, nature and quality of the argument, and 
contrasting features to the previous discourse.   

 Compose a 5 or 6-page paper that calls into question aspects of 
the argument made in either Project 2’s or Project 3’s discourse. 
The student is responsible for targeting specific elements of the 
argument for critique.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PROJECT 4: Taking an Independent Stance in Relation to Others 
4 weeks; 6 or 7-page draft and revision 

 Ask students to locate two additional discourses that address the 
big question in some fashion. These can be culled from works 
referred to in discourses read earlier in the course. The idea is for 
the student to “extend the conversation” in some interesting way. 

 Ask students how the discourses they’ve found deepen, broaden, 
or shift the conversation as it’s been playing out in the course so 
far. They will need to argue for the relevance of adding these new 
voices to the semester-long conversation on the big question. 

 Ask students to perform the same sort of rhetorical analysis on 
these documents that they have learned to perform earlier in the 
course.   

 Compose a 6 or 7-page paper that argues for a new, 
independently-argued stance on the big question in the context of 
relevant alternative positions encountered in the course.   
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